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ot every town is fortunate enough to have in its

‘ \ ‘ archives the hilarious commentary of a sympa-

thetic cartoonist to highlight its faults, foibles and

foul-ups. But in the MarinScope comic strip Fritz Crackers

(1977-1984), Phil Frank created just that as he lovingly

lampooned the local scene with his deft pen-and-ink draw-
ings and verbal puns.

Over a period of many months during 2011, Steefenie
Wicks, long time Galilee Harbor resident and photogra-
pher, combed the pages of MarinScope for the Fritz Crackers
comic strips and the news articles that inspired them. This
body of work was then brought together into one archive
from which Sausalito Historical Society volunteers Heather
Wilcoxson, Tom Hoover, Margaret Badger and Susan Frank,
working closely with professional exhibit designer Donald

Sibbett, compiled the contents of the exhibit opening on
Saturday, March 31 at the Society’s gallery on the 3rd floor
of the Civic Center.

In this issue of Moments in Time we have taken two strips,
called Airport 79 and Wink Van Ripple respectively, and
shared the 1979 backstory that inspired them. Together they
depict a remarkable city drama featuring some still familiar—
and beloved—Sausalito bright lights: Buddy DeBruyn, Peter
Van Meter, Sally Stanford, Robin Sweeny and Fritz Warren.
So if you are of the opinion that politics has only recently
gone bonkers, sit back and enjoy a look at the past—both
the reported version and the comic rendition. For much
more about the artist Phil Frank and the cartoon stripe Fritz
Crackers, we hope to see you at the exhibit: FRITZ (THE
COMIC WIT OF PHIL FRANK) CRACKERS.



GRAPHIC COURTESY OF ROBIN SWEENY

AN IDEA THAT NEVER LANDED ¢ Sausalito’s Airport Bid—1979

s I8/ At

HEYMIGHTY
SAVSARITO)

PLNERS
. Y

HIGH IN THE NIGHT SK¢ ABOVE MARIN COUATY | [
A CRIPPLED JETLINER SEEKS A FLACE TO
LAND..TWO OF TS ENGINES ABLAZE..

THIS |5 TUE CAPAIN
SPEAKING .- ALL MIEM-
BERS OF THE CREW

KEPORT T0 THE
COCKPIT!

THATS ONIX FOUR
VOTES. WRAT ABOUT
SINEENEYZ:

T Beboin who e %qa’v( Smjé*f; };m'( I

i 1 TON'T HAVE TO TELL 40U HOW S0
BAD OUR SITUATION 6. WE'VE

| cOT SERIOUS ENGINE TROUBLE
L AND NO PLACE (N MARIN TO

W HiT THE SEATBELT L AL.S1R. NovdTo T
LIGHT. |ET5 o | DENIES US PERMISSION

MEAN
(G B
T LAND. ol ,Vé_g//p .
& ¢ N2

FRITZ (Look ogT BELOW!) CRACKERS

In the 2nd frame, the city council members characterized from left to right are: Peter Van Meter, Sally Stanford, Robin Sweeny, Buddy deBruyn, and Fritz Warren.

( :artoonist Phil Frank harvested the content for his Marin-
Scope cartoon strip Fritz Crackers from the colorful social
and political goings-on of Sausalito and Marin County in

the late “70s and early ‘80s. Certain issues lent themselves especially

well to the satirist’s wit particularly those that polarized public opin-
ion. In 1979, one such issue was the Sausalito City Council’s bid to
buy Hamilton Air Force Base in Novato from the General Services

Administration for $1.

That action, satirized in the Frizz Crackers comic strip reproduced
above, was one of several attempts to get Marin County behind the
idea of having a civilian airport included in the Hamilton Field site
development plans. Civil aviation became a real possibility at Hamil-
ton when the Air Force curtailed its activities there in 1973 and left for
good in1976. When the land was put up for public sale by the General
Services Administration, Marinites passionately sided for or against
perpetuating aviation activity at the site. After two-and-a-half years
of research and debate over county acquisition of the base for a gen-
eral aviation airport and a commercial-industrial park, the Supervisors
scheduled a vote on the aviation proposal for May 15, 1979.

At the time, a majority of the Sausalito City Council enthusi-
astically supported the pro-airport position. They realized that this
valuable infrastructure resource could probably never be reproduced,
and that the county should keep all options open by retaining the
property. Mayor Buddy DeBruyn, Peter Van Meter, Sally Stanford
and Fritz Warren voted 4-1, Robin Sweeny dissenting, to support
county purchase of the airfield for civilian aviation.

Of all the cities in Marin only Novato and Sausalito took a stand
on the county’s controversial take-over plan. In so doing, Sausalito
hoped to influence anti-aviation members of the Board of Supervi-
sors not to kill the airport option, but, “to go to the market place and
see what kind of deal can be obtained from major developers.”

But despite the Sausalito City Council vote of support, the Su-
pervisors voted on May 15 not to proceed with acquisition of the
base for civilian aviation. Financial risks were cited as the main rea-
sons for backing away from their own proposal. This left the ma-
jority on the Sausalito City Council (and other supporters around
the county) with the task of trying to keep the airport option alive.
Mayor Buddy DeBruyn immediately proposed and got passed a mo-
tion to ask city staff to explore the possibility of Sausalito applying to
the GSA to purchase Hamilton Air Force Base at the $1 price. If the
county wasn't going to do it, Sausalito would! As Gordon Hansen,
former Sausalito Chamber of Commerce President, stated, “The rest
of the county will begin to take Sausalito seriously when we own the
airport.”

Phil FranK’s Airport 79 cartoon appeared in the MarinScope on
May 22-28, 1979, immediately following the Board of Supervisors
negative action and Sausalito’s positive vote to continue to explore
purchase options. He boldly drew the four pro-airport supporters in
the cockpit and Robin Sweeny, the one dissenter, parachuting out.
Our tiny fishing village was proposing to own an airport, a regional
shopping center, an industrial park, and take on a dike restoration
project to protect the runways (to mention a few challenges)?



While DeBruyn’s motion to have the city staff explore the feasi-
bility of purchasing the airport for $1 appeared absurd to some, to
others it was considered an effective delaying tactic to prevent the
Board of Supervisors from proceeding with a negotiated sale that
would forever prohibit an airport. Airport backers figured that given
more time to organize support from Marin’s cities and/or the overall
county electorate, the county’s original bid to buy the airport could
be resurrected and civilian air access at Hamilton Field could be-
come a reality.

It proved to be an up hill battle. Town after town said they were
not interested in “Sausalito’s suggestion that the municipalities of
Marin County form an airport commission to retain aviation uses at
Hamilton Air Force Base.” And on further investigation, Van Meter,
an income property specialist, learned that the city could not by law
own (e.g. annex) non-contiguous land, so the original proposal for
Sausalito to buy Hamilton became mute anyway.

As the debate moved into the summer months, an array of four
ballot measures were put before county voters to determine what de-
velopment should occur at Hamilton. One environmentalist vision,
Measure B, stood out dramatically from the other plans by suggest-
ing a Solar Village should be built at the air force base. John Nelson
with the Trust for Public Lands advocated for a Marin Solar Vil-
lage that would evolve into “a sustainable city.” Designed by former
California State Architect Sim Van Der Ryn, the Solar City would
be capable of generating its own energy, food, housing, services and
jobs. These ideas, penned by designers 33 years ago, sound familiar
today: solar-heated housing, restored wetlands (flood the landing
strips), independence from fossil fuels, and privately supported en-
vironmental research centers housed in former hangars.

Pro-airport supporters coalesced mainly around Measures F and
G. Measure F was mandatory, if passed, and provided for a strictly
controlled general aviation airport limited to planes of 20-passenger-
capacity, plus commercial development including a shopping center
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and housing with a big solar component. Measure G allowed the
Board of Supervisors (rather than the voters) to determine the level
of aviation allowed and permitted development of a commercial air-
port. Measure A was an aviation cost-control proposal prohibiting
the county from spending a dime on an airport or improvements—
or, in the words of an aviation opponent, “an attempt to subvert the
airport plan by denying it county funds for preparation of a second
application to GSA.”

In the Wink Van Ripple cartoon strip below by Fritz (Wake Me
When Its Over) Crackers, Frank leads the reader on a whirlwind tour
of the issues facing Marin County voters regarding Hamilton Field.
In fact, Wink Van Ripple may represent the bafflement of listeners
at an October, 1979 debate among eight representatives both pro
and con the four proposed ballot measures. Hosted by the Sausalito
Citizens Council, presenters included Supervisor Barbara Boxer,
Sausalito City Councilman Peter Van Meter, John Nelson, Execu-
tive Officer of the Marin Solar Village Corp, and other main players
in the debate.

As it turned out, Sausalitans made their wishes emphatically clear
in the fall election. A headline in the MarinScope after the election
read: “Sausalitans don't like airports, but might go for a solar vil-
lage.” Measures A (fiscal limits) and B (solar village) won and Mea-
sures F (mandatory airport) and G (supervisors decide) lost.

Hamilton Field was eventually incorporated into the City of No-
vato. But what about an industrial-commercial complex? A Solar
Village? An airstrip? A recent, quick spin up to Hamilton confirmed
that many, but not all, of these elements are present. Most strikingly,
the airstrips are covered with mud from the Oakland estuary, a green
brackish-loving grass pokes up, some water is moving in. The vast
acreage of the former airfield has become one of the biggest wetland
restoration projects in the country. Standing on top of the levee, lots
of birds can be seen landing and taking off, but not a single small
plane sets its wheels to the buried tarmac.

—DMargaret Badger
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GALILEE HARBOR
from Bob’s Boatyard to Historical Landmark

When I was asked to share images and stories of the Gali-
lee Harbor Community Association with the Histori-
cal Society in January, it occurred to me that in order to talk
about Galilee Harbor and what we are today, it was necessary
to know the background and how we came into existence.
This meant looking back to find one of the original found-
ing members of the committee that put together the project
which would become known as Galilee Harbor.

That person was Susan Frank, who as it turns out was the
Galilee project coordinator and responsible for assembling the
winning team that would format and shape the first Sausalito
waterfront Maritime Service Harbor.

Architect Peter Calthorpe shares his memories of helping to create Galilee Harbor.

As the lecture opened, Frank introduced her team of speak-
ers, a group of visionaries from the 1980’s. Dorothy Gibson, a
long-time resident of Sausalito, at that time was a member of
the Sausalito Planning Commission and a trail-blazer behind
the Friends of Galilee. Robin Swenny had served on the Gali-
lee Advisory Board. Architect Peter Calthorpe, an internation-
ally known urban design specialist, worked on Galilee’s Task
Force. Architect Michael Rex contributed to the design struc-
ture of the Harbor. Susan’s last guest was Dusan Mills who
was responsible for the land negotiations that placed Galilee
Harbor where it is today.

Although Annette Rose was not there to speak, Michael
Rex acknowledged her important work to get the project ap-
proved. Rose, understanding the need for the Galilee commu-
nity to become more politically active, ran for City Council
and after being elected was later able to help change the zon-
ing. When the Galilee project ran up against the Bay Conser-
vation and Development Commission (BCDC), Rose ran for
Board of Supervisors and after being elected was appointed
to the BCDC where she was able to turn the attitude of the
group from negative to positive.

Michael Rex went on to speak about the importance of

Dusan Mills inspired the capacity audience with poetic words about freedom, choice, the
importance of dreams and the challenge of going to sea.

legitimizing this special neighborhood because it preserved a
culture and a way of life—a heritage that gives Sausalito its
character. He also added that he was proud to be part of re-
storing something that should never have been destroyed.

But it was the closing speaker, Dusan Mills, who captured
the essence of Galilee. Galilee is a community on the edge of
wildness—where land meets the frontier of the sea and where
creativity, freedom and choice work together to form a rela-
tionship with life. It’s a good place and in many ways it makes
Sausalito a stronger and more alive place to be.

When it came time for me to present my work as resident
photographer of the Harbor, I found myself almost unable
to speak because what I had heard from these visionaries was
information that I was only somewhat aware of. Their stories
left me silent with wonder at how they came to believe in the
dream that I have lived for the past 28 years.

The event was well attended and informative. I want to say
thank you from all of us at Galilee and thanks to the Sausalito
Historical Society for making possible this presentation of wa-
terfront knowledge. For, what we are today is what we have
become and are still growing to achieve.

—Steefenie Wicks

Wicks points out details in one of her documentary photographs of Galilee Harbor.
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CALENDAR
March 31—Saturday

Exhibition Opening

FRITZ

(THE CoMIC WIT OF PHIL FRANK)

CRACKERS

5-6 p.m. Members Only Reception

6-8 p.m. General Public Opening

Newly Renovated Exhibition Gallery, Second Floor,
Sausalito City Hall.

Popcorn & Pinot, Fritz Crackers and

Waterfront Delicacies will be served.

April 7—Saturday

Free Water-
front Boat
Tours

Between 11a.m.
and 3p.m.,
Spaulding Wood-
en Boat Center
will offer it first free monthly boat tour of the water-
front led by docents from the Historical Society. The
45-minute tours will depart from Spaulding’s dock at
the foot of Gate 5 Road. Space is limited.

Please call 332-3179 for more information.

May 8—Tuesday

The SHS Annual Meeting

The SHS Annual Meeting will be held in the City
Council Chambers at 420 Litho Street at 7:00 p.m. We
will report on the year’s activities and elect directors

for the 2012-2013 term. Members will receive written
notices and ballots prior to the meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMBERSHIP UPGRADE OPTION

More and more members are choosing to join or renew
their memberships at the Sponsor/Business level, and
the Patron and Benefactor levels. For their generous
support, wed like to thank: Linda and Wayne

Bonnett, Jim and Cathy Delano, Mickie and Doug
Lloyd, Ross Lovington, Annette Rose and Chris
Hardman, Peter and Katherine Streitmann, Mickie
Allison, Ellen Edwards, Clipper Yacht Club and
Michael and Nance Moyle for joining at the Sponsor/
Business level; Jim Meyer and Phillip Smith for joining
at the Patron level, and Joan McArthur at the Bene-
factor level.

Tiered memberships are listed below:

Senior $15/year
Individual $25/year
Family $40/year
Sponsor/Business  $100/year
Patron $250/year
Benefactor $500+/year

Your renewal date is one year from when you last
renewal. If you upgrade your membership, please
contact Sharon Seymour, SHS Membership Chair,
at 289-4117.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED

We would greatly appreciate the donation of a working
color scanner with an 11”x17” inch bed. If it could
also scan transparencies larger than slides, that would
be a great bonus. In addition, we would like to replace
one of our aging PC’s.
Donations to the Soci-
ety are deductible under
federal tax law. If you
can help, please contact
us at 289-4117 or email
us at info@sausalitohis-
toricalsociety.org.




LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

I'd like to extend best wishes to Roland Ojeda and Marga-
ret “Pinkie” Anderson, who are leaving the Historical Society
Board after making many valuable contributions. Roland has
served as Vice President and chair of the Accessions Commit-
tee, which is now in the capable hands of Rick Seymour. Pin-
kie has been instrumental in putting on great events, such as
talks by Neil Davis of the legendary no name bar, and Laura
Ackley, historian of the 1915 Pan Pacific Exposition. Long
time Sausalito artist and architect Bill Kirsch has accepted
an interim appointment to our Board. Bill and other Board
nominees will be presented for election at our May 8 Annual
Meeting,.

The Society also lost an invaluable supporter when ex-
mayor Amy Belser passed away last month. In lieu of flowers,
Amy’s family has asked that donations be made to the Sau-
salito Historical Society, The Marine Mammal Center, Rotary
Housing Corporation, Friends of the Sausalito Public Library,
or the Sausalito Woman’s Club. If you need addresses for any
of these organizations, please contact us.

Many thanks,

Larry Clinton, President
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SAUSALITO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Board of Directors 2012

Larry Clinton. .. ....... President, PR & Fund Raising,
Newsletter
Roland Ojeda. . . .. Vice President, Accessions & Docents

Sharon Seymour. ........... Secretary, Membership &

Collection Management
Gail Taylor............ ... ... Treasurer & Finance
Susan Frank . ..... ... ... . .. ... Schools Outreach
Mary Griffin. .. ......ooo i Facilities
Ann Heurlin. . ......... ..o 0 Catalog Digitization
Robin Sweeny ............. Ice House Representative
Bob Woodrum . ................. Exhibits & Website
420 Litho Street Wednesdays & Saturdays

Sausalito, CA 10AM—1PM
Tel: 415-289-4117

info@sausalitohistoricalsociety.org

Editor: Margaret Badger
Associate Editor: Doris Berdahl
Production Design: Alice Merrill
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